
Researchers work to save coral. LOCAL, 1B

To subscribe:

883-3800

98 /̊77˚
Partly sunny 5A

INDEX

COMICS 5E-6E
CROSSWORD 6E
OBITUARIES 4B

LOTTERY 2C
OPINION 4A

Have a news tip?
newstips@caller.com

Former astronaut gets big honor. TEXAS, 4B

CITY EDITION ■MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2016$1.00 ■

22 DAYS LEFT
TO REGISTER
TO VOTE

DAK ON TRACK
Rookie quarterback Dak Prescott leads Cowboys

to 27-23 win over Washington. SPORTS, 1C

GOVOTE

Several experts including a former New
York City police commissioner said Sunday
the explosion that injured 29 people on a
Manhattan street was clearly an act of ter-
rorism. They were perplexed that Mayor Bill
de Blasio called it only “an intentional act.”

“It is absolutely an act of terrorism. I
couldn’t disagree with him (de Blasio)
more,” Howard Safir, who was police com-
missioner from 1996 to 2000, said in an

interview. “I think they do a disservice to the
public when they try to sugarcoat some-
thing that is a horrific act.”

Jerome Hauer, former commissioner of
the New York State Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services, said de
Blasio might be trying to maintain public
calm by not calling the explosion a terrorist
attack, “but it’s certainly an act of terror-
ism.”

NYC ATTACK TERMED TERROR

USA TODAY, 6A

By Michael Rubinkam
Associated Press

Whether theyshootBBs,
pellets, paintballs or noth-
ing at all, imitation guns
can be indistinguishable
from the real thing — it’s
onereasonwhysomecrimi-
nalsgravitate toward them.
Plus they’re cheapandeasy
to get.

As Ohio authorities in-
vestigate the fatal police
shootingofa13-year-oldboy
whoofficerssaidpulledare-
alistic-lookingBBgunfrom
hiswaistband, lawenforce-
mentagenciesaregrappling
with theuse of fake guns to
commit very real crimes.

“If I can’t go get a real
gun, it’s easier for me to
waltzintoWalmartorwhat-
ever store sells these things
andgogetareplica.Because
if Igo toastore tohold itup,

Fake
guns,
real
crime
■ Increase in
use of replicas
worries police

BUILDING OUR FUTURE
From our streets to
the Harbor Bridge to
new businesses and
development, we’re
investigating how the
city’s growth affects
you. See our coverage
on Caller.com.

See GUNS, 3A

SouthTexas SNAPSHOT

By David Sikes
sikesd@caller.com
361-886-3616

“Star Trek” may have
launcheda thousand space
careers since it first aired
50 years ago this month,
but so far the iconic tele-
vision series has inspired
the naming of only one
pelagic parasite.

This far-fetched con-
nection between a show
that fictitiously explored
the cosmos and the ac-
tual discovery of a tiny
worm that dwells inside
fish near the ocean floor
might seem to some “Star
Trek” fans, well … highly
illogical, to borrow an
eyebrow-cocking phrase
from one of the popular
drama’s most memorable
characters.

But not so to Chuck
Blend, a deep-sea marine
biologist who recently
named his latest obscure
discovery in honor of
Leonard Nimoy, aka Mr.
Spock.

“I wanted to honor Ni-
moy’s life, his character
and his participation in
a show that portrayed
wonderful possibili-
ties for the future,” said
Blend,whohas discovered
about 40 other undersea
creatures, most of which
measure about half a cen-
timeter.

Blend, a quirky, beard-
ed, sitar-playing Ph.D.
and local independent
researcher, whose career
is mostly dedicated to
searching for new life-
forms at the bottom of the
Gulf of Mexico, is a bona

‘To seek out new life’

PHOTOS BY DAVID SIKES/CALLER-TIMES

ABOVE: Independent deep
sea marine researcher Chuck
Blend in his home office
where he examines samples
of fish and the ocean floor for
new species.

LEFT: Chuck Blend shows a
preserved specimen of an
angler fish, one of his favorite
deep sea creatures.

■ ‘Star Trek’
stirs biologist’s
aspirations

IDEA FOR A
SNAPSHOT?
Some things stand out.
It might be the way a
Coastal Bend resident
faces life with an
inspiring attitude, or the
impact of one of South
Texas’ more than 1,400
nonprofits on folks it
serves.
Some things are worth
a closer look to inspire
us all.
Whether a person, place
or thing, this weekly
series — South Texas
Snapshot — is dedicated
to shining a light on
timely endeavors and
humanitarian events in
our backyard.
Have a story idea?
Contact metrodesk@
caller.com or 361-886-
3662.

See BLEND, 5A
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fide Trekkie and self-pro-
claimed science hippie. As
a child, Star Trek sparked
his imagination and set a
course for him to explore
new frontiers.

Nimoy’s death last year
fueled Blend’s wish to la-
bel his next new species
Podocotyle nimoyi. He
wants people to know that
Nimoy’s half-human char-
acter strongly influenced
his early aspirations to
become a scientist. Plus,
Blend said the pointed
Vulcan earlobes of his
no-nonsense TV hero re-
semble the worm’s tear-
drop shape. But, of course.

“Look at it,” Blend said,
pointing to a drawing of
his worm featured in the
June edition of Zootaxa
magazine. “Doesn’t that
look like Spock’s ears?”

Blend’s admiration for
all things Star Trek can-
not be denied, but he read-
ily admits that Spock’s dry
demeanor is far from his
own. Blend collectswhim-
sical stuffed creatures
from the deep, wears a
tufted kippah that cover
his baldness, sports a
chest-length, bushy, salt-
and-pepper beard and is
quick with an engaging
grin,whichheflasheswith
animated eyes. Visually,
he resembles a blend of
a modern Orthodox Jew-
ish rabbi and a scholarly
“Weird Al” Yankovic.

The crowded bookshelf
in his equally cluttered
office bulges with scien-
tificmanuals and religious
manuscripts interspersed
with hardback comic
books andother unexpect-
ed obscure literature of
every persuasion. Framed
images on the wall above
his microscope hang the
solemn bearded faces of
rabbis andTorah scholars.
No Vulcans.

Growing up in North
Texas, Blend imagined
himself as an adult im-
mersed in several differ-
ent scientific disciplines
that would have required
supplemental oxygen. His
fascination with strange
sea creatures was born

while attending high
school in Richardson.
He still thanks his biol-
ogy teacher, Mrs. Miriam
Giller-Smith, in the ac-
knowledgment section of
each publication. In ad-
dition to “Star Trek” he
was a boyhood fan of Carl
Sagan, a popular astrono-
mer, astrophysicist and
astrobiologist. So, Blend
said, he could have gone
either way, outer space or
undersea.

While rocket science

was not in his stars, Blend
said his professional quest
has remained true to the
words recited at the open-
ing of every “Star Trek”
episode.William Shatner,
who played Capt. Kirk in
the series, speaks these
memorable lines familiar
to every Trekkie.

“These are the voyages
of the starship Enterprise.
Its five-year mission:
to explore strange new
worlds, to seek out new
life and new civilizations,

to boldly gowhere noman
has gone before.”

“Whether yourmission
is to go up into space or
down into the deep sea, it
doesn’t matter as long as
you’re searching,” Blend
said. “The primary im-
petus for my research is
to find new life. Whether
it’s space, the deep sea or
a mountaintop, for me it’s
the thrill of finding new
critters never before seen
by man.”

And because the ocean

floor is so vast and under-
explored, Blend said it
holds endless opportuni-
ties to find new life while
focusing on amore acces-
sible unknown frontier.

“It’s remote enough to
be an exciting, bizarre and
an otherworldly place to
visit,” Blend said. “And
since we don’t have in-
terplanetary travel yet, it
offers us the best chance
of finding new life. Be-
sides, we don’t knowwhat
might be out in space, but
we know for sure there’s
undiscovered life at the
bottom of the ocean.”

As a budding scientist
before the beard, Blend
suggests one of his great-
est inspirations to reach
beyond his youthful sight
came from the color-
ful pages of DC Comics,
where he met Green Lan-
tern. Among the fantastic
escapades of this very hu-
mansuperhero,Blendsaid
he began to understand

the power of imagination,
again through fiction.

While Green Lantern
enjoyed a long and varied
list of ever-changing and
vague powers, Blend’s
boyishmind latched on to
one, in particular. IfGreen
Lantern could imagine it,
he could manifest it. So
his strength was either as
limited or as boundless as
were the constructs of his
imagination.

That’s real power, Blend
said. And if the scientist
with so many undersea
discoveries to his name
has a philosophy of life,
this is it. Blend, who de-
scribes himself as being “a
little off,” believes imagi-
nation is his greatest asset.

“And I’ve never taken
myself too seriously,” he
said. “That’s important
too.”

Indeed, Spock might
say.

Twitter: @DavidOutdoors
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“There are a few students teach-
ers never forget. Chuck Blend tops
my list. At the time he was in the
9th grade we knew more about
outer space than we did about the
oceans on Earth. He has contrib-
uted to changing that fact... I am
flattered that Chuck still credits
me on his path that is 1 percent
inspiration, and 99 percent per-
spiration. Any role I played is just a
fluke.”

Miriam Giller-Smith, Chuck Blend’s high school biology teacher

BLEND
from 1A

The June issue of Zootaxa Magazine published an article
about Chuck Blend’s discovery of a new deep sea fluke, which
he named Podocotyle nimoyi in honor of Leonard Nimoy who
played Mr. Spock in “Star Trek” on TV and film.

PhOTOS By DAVID SIKES/CALLER-TIMES

Chuck Blend refers to himself as a modern Orthodox Jewish science hippie. his vanity license
plate reads hPy yID. yid is yiddish for Jew.
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(For the 48 contiguous states)

Winds: Expected level
of ultraviolet light
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c: cloudy; pc: partly cloudy; r: rain; s: sunny; sh: showers; sn: snow; sf: snow flurries t: thunderstorms; i: ice
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0-50 Good,
51-100 Moderate,

101-150 Unhealthy (SG),
151-200 Unhealthy,

201+ Very Unhealthy.

Athens 85/70 pc
Baghdad 100/66 s
Beijing 78/52 s
Brussels 67/50 sh
Buenos Aires 63/48 pc
Cairo 94/74 s
Frankfurt 66/52 pc
Hong Kong 90/76 s
Jerusalem 83/66 s

London 65/57 sh
Madrid 78/54 s
Moscow 47/42 r
Paris 68/52 pc
Rio de Janeiro 83/69 c
Rome 76/60 t
Seoul 79/57 s
Sydney 71/52 s
Tokyo 76/70 r

Acapulco 89/79 t
Cancun 89/75 pc
Chihuahua 90/59 t
Guadalajara 82/60 t
Mazatlan 89/79 pc
Merida 92/74 pc
Mexico City 75/50 t
Monterrey 97/69 pc
Progreso 90/76 t

Calgary 60/38 pc
Edmonton 60/34 s
Halifax 72/63 sh
Montreal 77/59 pc
Ottawa 78/59 c
Regina 67/38 s
Toronto 82/61 pc
Vancouver 61/48 sh
Winnipeg 70/46 pc
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TODAY TOMORROW TODAY TOMORROW

Albuquerque 88/59 s 88/61 c
Anchorage 57/46 pc 58/51 c
Atlanta 89/70 pc 89/69 s
Baltimore 79/66 t 84/64 pc
Billings 75/50 pc 72/49 pc
Birmingham 91/67 pc 92/68 s
Boston 76/66 r 81/66 s
Buffalo 80/62 pc 80/57 pc
Charlotte, N.C. 87/67 t 84/67 r
Chicago 84/66 pc 82/62 s
Cincinnati 84/59 s 87/64 pc
Cleveland 82/62 s 84/63 pc
Denver 90/55 s 89/57 pc
Des Moines 87/64 t 86/71 s
Detroit 81/63 s 81/60 pc
Fairbanks 50/40 pc 61/46 pc
Fargo 77/47 pc 75/55 pc
Hartford 76/63 r 84/60 s
Honolulu 86/75 pc 86/74 pc
Indianapolis 84/63 s 85/66 pc
Jacksonville 90/71 pc 91/70 t
Kansas City 90/69 pc 90/72 s
Las Vegas 98/75 pc 88/69 t

Little Rock 94/72 s 95/70 s
Los Angeles 86/67 pc 85/64 pc
Memphis 92/70 s 95/70 s
Miami Beach 90/76 t 89/76 t
Milwaukee 84/63 t 80/62 s
Mpls-St.Paul 77/54 c 79/62 s
Nashville 88/62 s 89/63 s
New Orleans 94/78 pc 94/77 pc
New York City 77/69 r 82/68 pc
Oklahoma City 95/71 s 94/71 s
Omaha 85/62 pc 90/74 s
Philadelphia 78/69 r 85/68 pc
Phoenix 103/78 c 87/74 c
Pittsburgh 81/57 pc 84/59 pc
Portland, Ore. 69/50 pc 70/49 pc
Raleigh-Durham 81/68 r 81/67 r
St. Louis 88/69 s 91/71 pc
Salt Lake City 91/64 s 87/61 pc
San Diego 82/70 pc 80/69 c
San Francisco 75/56 pc 71/55 pc
Seattle 66/50 sh 65/48 pc
Tampa-St. Ptrsbg 89/77 t 89/77 t
Washington, D.C. 81/70 t 86/70 pc

High: 107° at Thermal, CA
Low: 18° at Angel Fire, NM

Sunrise 7:17 a.m.
Sunset 7:30 p.m.

Moonrise 9:58 p.m.
Moonset 10:15 a.m.

Northeast
at 4 to 8 knots.

10 miles

High 97°, Low 77°
Peakwinds at 12mph from the
South by Southwest at 10 a.m.

Yesterday until 3 p.m. 0.00 in.
Month-to-date 0.48 in.
Year-to-date 25.77 in.
Normal year-to-date 22.61 in.
Normal yearly rainfall 32.26 in.

TODAY TOMORROW TODAY

Amarillo 91/63 s 90/65 pc
Brownsville 95/76 pc 95/75 pc
Dallas 99/77 s 98/75 s
El Paso 96/70 s 94/71 pc
Houston 96/75 t 95/72 pc
Lubbock 93/67 s 90/65 pc
San Angelo 99/70 s 95/68 pc
Waco 99/73 s 98/72 s
Wichita Falls 98/72 pc 96/70 pc

©2016; forecasts and
graphics provided by
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(300,161 of 695,271 ac-ft)
201.60 of 220.5 ft +0.00 ft

53.7%

(211,417 of 257,260 ac-ft)
91.40 of 94.0 ft -0.10 ft

(511,578 ac-ft; max feet possible 314.5)

(Yesterday until 3 p.m.)

High 4:33 am,
7:01 pm
Low 11:22 am 5 rows

at 2 feet
87°
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